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Abstract

In the context of contemporary debates on artificial intelligence and robot ethics, the
“Machine Question” has moved from the margins to the center of theoretical and practical
concern. Rather than treating intelligent artifacts as a purely technical problem, David J. Gunkel’s
work in The Machine Question, Robot Rights, and Person, Thing, Robot interrogates the modern
moral and legal ontology built upon the person-thing binary. He shows that controversies over

“robot rights” expose the limits of existing classificatory schemes when responsibility and agency
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are distributed across complex socio-technical assemblages. This interview traces the intellectual
trajectory of the Machine Question, examines Gunkel’s proposal to rethink the person-thing-robot
nexus, and discusses the difficulties of assigning accountability in human-Al systems, as well as
the emerging roles of intelligent artifacts in intimate and everyday contexts. Against the backdrop
of Chinese and other non-Western perspectives, Gunkel calls for a relational turn in ethics and
law, urging us to reconsider the historical expansion and blind spots of the moral circle and to
envision a reconstructed moral and legal ontology adequate to the twenty-first century.
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WiRRERIZRE T

FEERATHREEMBEAMMEARL P, “MEFA” (Machine Question ) &R F~Z
—NAGB, TR RBAR—HAKX R sie, K2 - WA (David]. Gunkel,
TAR “RAART ) B, ARE B ERAREBRGFEZ — 2 EBRRFHEFR
% (Northern Illinois University ) 454 % & B HF AL ( Distinguished Research Professor )
A, (FELMZBAERRT) BITEHhERSCBA, TRFXAREEHAY
FLOBFHRARE, ALFRSMBARE, x5 FE62F, RARENA (M
REE) (AR, 2012) . (MBARA) (TAR, 2018) . (A #, ME) '
(Gunkel, 2023) . (A& RBEA) (TER, £, 2014) F,

LA A M (intelligent artifacts ) FL&-AE R ARG AL M 5 474 88 A BF, 4
“A—=%" (person—thing binary ) % & #h 918 15 5 AR L TR 2 A LAERAMN
MALERIB SR EZH? ERARAR, MNBEARFRLEFABA" FREZ—ATU
AR R CFT MW EA, WA R R e TR 5 RS BAR L defT
REFTAEARGRE B, B “A—H—E" EAiTE, LERXRAXFAIFRE
HARGH, B LI TR BRI ER L, A TR F R BBUE,

ARFHET2025F 1A L Likdr, P, X5 RFIREL “NEFRA”
WEEER, (AL B, ME) — P CIE, MBAREFROANFEL R
A—Mh—H B Z 064X 5, AREB T BT X AMELS FRTE6 B K FCRE
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Fratig, @R BT E T PEEBARSHARASEZTRAGEEZ P, RNL2RE
. L RARMEHRAND T ATS R EIRT G mE, BNRAEE R EH—F T
“A—H—IE” B,

—. MBEEM#HARE “NRiDFE” : HARSGESBICIER

EE: BT RKAAR— BEPERMNTRE “AX” “HAR" 5 “#fgx
7 Z AR, R (BRI ) 3] (MLBARA) , B2 (A . NE), Laz
MAET —NEF RS m TG =30, BaET AR, T RTIEAR T A e TR
87 AMEAANZHREGA LM, EEZFRS], “MEFHE” RMGE—AHKRF
, BIEFdL R —ANE AR S 5 A7
BF/R: e — MR EI PN S XA ST DU LA £k 320k
o, Hh =B RN NERLRN 1R o AR BB e
(environmental ethics) , ZJFAEREFEAEIT B A IR KEE T (French and German
continental philosophy) , FFAIZEf A (Jacques Derrida) . FI4EZNHT ( Emmanuel
Levinas ) 5 AR TAE, SIEEIN, FereF IS 52 A TEGRI H T A . AfE
SERAZFERITT AR, F0 G TR e P e BT 1

KREHE20064E 15, THTIREE:>] (deep learning ) FIA T ZEM4E (artificial neural
networks ) [JSEPESER , ATFFRERGS A 2%hr. FOUNAE RN /& “HIH" 2
7, N RE KNS —BORFET 2T 247 IRtk IS 1, AR TR A
“next big thing” o THERITUHR RGP YN I TAIBHE . X—R, T BB
P, R AIFERAAEREA 20 RIRFEI, HINSCTAIEEE B ) LR
fE “TUE” b ALRGMHR RS IED D7 XSS AT 2 A\ ] PRt 27

SUE Y SR AR T AR A AR L T 2 — 1, He g B —im” o A Bk
ITHEPHEE RS, 23 RN TR RE T ) 53— H—AF] (rights ) AOMRIEL, QIERIEA
FEAE AT AP, T8 (moral agent ) , ‘Bl FI t/2iH 24k (moral patient ) ,
Watedl, ©AMEEEN BT AT, RN REE A 1614 X555 DR
o Wik, BAE (Hlasmla ) — iR M ORIEUE : ALR G M HAD A TRRR IR (AT
agents ) {EFAIIETEHEZE T, AT EM “HA” 5 AR 2 QUREEEHEMN,
B2 BA By, PARAEARES b, AR5 R 7

MV X H NS, S 2ERp T a7 FoIT itk ik

Fm
(=
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FOARCRI R EGE 5K, R4 2.7 IEIXERER, RN “PIgsE” s m e
FHEEARFIIEEE, TS (L B BlEs) —BHIERN— AN RRE: %
EEAGHY, REMN BN SRR, THX BRI 5 X 55 E A T B A
S

A2 AnnESNBEANFIRE

EE: E(A D ME) ZRF P, BELZREAMNATAEZRERE A7
(person) Fo “4” (thing) Z B —ANFERLBP ARG LB, AR, B2, 2
BT % AT ] 80 AR AT ARAR . A4 4 “A—#H =4k (person-thing
dichotomy ) &4e b AR H B ? deRBRMULEEX—ERZ NS, Tia@EEAFH
=] L7

RE/MAR: AN EESEARRE, OGRS —EkA P Skl
e THAMEFREL (Gaius ) LA RS B REEAT ;. — 202
“person” , WELRIEATA; B—IOE “thing” , BIEFERMR, ATLAMERIM e
AL . XM ER A T —PaEH 7 7 FORA LU AT o 4TRA AR E
TER, ERE RS EREAER S “person” , WA EE AN E A XS? if
S, BHUE—A “thing” , WIRAHERAFNTN, SESUTEIHARE], mATEIK
THAINE 1 7

XA A G KT Z AR R s R AR A, I A 108751k
A, Ml A ERANGER S R, SRR 2 s AR R 2 . BN
HERAUKXZ, ‘47 , MUEECEI T AHER e, e S E—FuT
T BRI R U 5

HA RNV O EA—FF T o BeRBE AT i ix s it JEA
%) (non-human animals ) it —NEF ARG, RE—BINTFE, ei-d e
Y. AR SR, SR AT DA AL B BRI L HAE, ORI A TT IR
FARE, 2= DRL WA GBS ARG, X HES) T shAH] (animal rights )
), WS TR A STENT R NI Z IR, —FMEEAHZM, T
SERPERM o FOERAEN), HAGE XSRS, Tt 5 R S AOME S AES

TN, FEAIRGHWEA S b, O FIEIEA R E . AT AR I
R, B s oselsctlas A, sl U E SR 5152 B TR EIN Al T
AR IR PG NARSS S “ TR o XU R Zefr H i AR R S I T —FiE 2
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B XIFAEWE AW X RN “persons” , HFISHY], HERIA—)
AL E AR LA AR AR o

FrbA, WX R, HIEREIFALE TR A, BAET ), meETXE
TOCHAR G o e G BTG, S A s, SFAEL]
— M A STER T AT I . BTl “PLaR AL, ARES AU AE R
WEr ATt 4", TRAEEHA IR IR S, BRI/
HAMTAKE Bt 2.

=\ ERXANNEZZDPRFENES “SFio#”

E&E: o —REZRLA, B “NEARF 95K G THRAFET FM,
B, UM ET “BRELAMNBEARA |, RMmBERT NI X4 ER. 5%
HABZRT, TERT AT Bfokinty, EEAR, EXHFOFRT, ot
8 ) R A BT, e FR?

RS/ BRI R, FAWEICBRY A RE T, EAHRIEHT
R EPARIY o AEIXMHESE T, BORAREBEENE T, FraEdEEEaiEs A
FEE" & 1o 5 W pe 1 R AR g P 1, T RUH ek
Ui . AHTCIREE AT, FATEE AU 8" A EMEHE, HIEFREN 5
eI Er A,

AT T, Pl BAEHERAEY « TR SR (instrumentalist model ) 7 — %2 [T 5
RG2S 1 MERREREAAREST. A AENE (autonomous) | LS
b, XABIRG IR BAF 212710 Hi— N RKIES B (large language model ) : 4
R E— MR, MR T —BoR R a BB 4 B SORI, A B IXBOSORT) “fF
B 7 IR ERL? R TRIN? IR AR RN GBI LA X,
PR CAANIE TR S RIS —

DML S BE R A gt D 2 . LADeepMind 2\ Flif) AlphaGolllas AN
Bl Mesk e N\ EEMUE R, & R TR B T? 7 TR,
AT E CARASEAT BIFERIRL T, thIH AN LR Ge e A St IR 5 i . S e, 4
FERITIERATh T “HL , e — M AT, XA Tiuk. B2, 1ExXFm
HIET, BT E e 17

IR IIRALZS A Tayse 55— W AFINES. EA—M “S2R%” S HT
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WS M AELEAZ24/N 2N, TaystI T dfka Rz = SRR F 16 . fdR T2 R
SRIFAIT RIS — HaiRpER 7, EEIHRI T AR dtk . TR
AFABEIN: BRI AR e ATURIEER P %807 i8R ixet
PR R A ke R A 2 v 2

VAT SRBR N “LF”  (the many hands problem ) : —/NkFE %
THE L WA . BURLR BRI S 2 IR A A, DA TR ST
VRS T AN A A (Thompson, 1980) o Fefl THIAE (G TE 5L R BTAELE,
TATARE AFAE— MW T AN — TSI, X SIS st s—HR S
& (socio—technical assemblages ) T2 44 {7

EERat, BUCHTNTE B WGX AL SR TUERA, B M IZ 3R
AT FHE A “BIRE ME, IRAESHERATE R % . il 5t
BB Z IR A ISR RIS A T 5T (legal liability ) . 2]
5t (corporate accountability ) FIHRNVASHE ( professional ethics) , fE—PMRE Lttt
HOCRai TR | ADOGEAERARA “SeEaEEAAS” (full-blown moral persons ) [1
g, A T HE X L Rl S L

. XRECEUATHRANED. HMALSHERRE

VEE: AP E, BLARALTIEAERAE KB, HAfil, AREERLE
AGMA—FEEFL, B, ANEBFAE P LA RM S W5 AR S IBEA
33, Pl K FHRINFRAP RS, EEAR, XL FEZRA W THIERFF R
AT T “DUEFIAL” 227 A (A, . ME) PREGIEBIER, SR THORAEA
T AR K F AL ZR Fo B AR TR A S ARG AR 27

BRE/R: TR, WU ARGy h B X ek AR R L, KO AR
CAL . Hlas) AR, FEBHN—MROGeHE . O REFRE RN “¢
AMEMEER”  (relational ethics ) o FEVFZ VYT IEET LS, FAWEARML, &40
HENBAE “MRBA 2@ o BA1shl: ARG (rational ) 7 285
A (conscious) 7 JEHERAZAET] (sentient) 7 WRBEZFIEH I, FAWERARL
Bi, ERCUBAA A “BREATFEOAT B ESINEEIR.

XFh “EPEEE”  (properties approach ) FEJI S 2B T A2 ¥ & i Pl
(moral circle) ” {5577, 130 (1789/2009: 330 ) AP0 A iR “EATRET
o — NI, 52 AR DR AR — PO

2 7 (Can they suffer?)
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JEYE, AR NTETEIL A,
AR H ERIT.
{HX P A A DR, o, FODEAGEEE “H— PR A e MR KA
SHR, RFRME . BT BN, RS, skt HOR, XS E AR SRS Lk
FHATEW . PRI R BIURE2A" , IRFTRRSREFRARIE R, =, W
TEFA BRI A SRR 8, 4% E XAl JO a4 B—1
FA1E, EEAERIRESA R RSN RN, AR TR R AR, Xtk
A AR
IERDh i, BRI TR EAAC T g TR AN (relational turn )
X B, AR BARME e—— Bl an b R 5ORAR, DASCHH R i U R T 38
PRAE TR TP IR, FEIX e, AT
MIROATE T A N AT 2B, i T e Mt (roles) | XA
(relationships ) , LAMABBIEFAIIICR ML (web of connections ) o
H32, “person” —TiASRARIANX — 7, BRI T IETHR “persona” , JHA$E
RO o A M — 27 ok SR rh s LT RO T L o R, “person” SAIPHII R — N ATE
FEosR RIS M N, WUREA AT AEX — 5, B2,
“Ubdperson? 7 XA, FAFIURRT—AMFE “NEBEH27 . EERTE
TE 2R ZR P2 P el R AR o
MaXA &, A rT DU B DL ABUR” o V2807 iR 5,
“rights” JHH B MAPEIAUR] 325K (individual entitlements ) o {HZESCHEAT 73—
AN “rites” , FRIGZREMAT RIS, FERE, AT X
MEMREAE “robot rites” : HH I EF AMENMAIHT 28R, AWEHE
MTHERA BE Sttt B BOM PSR 2R it ARG IX S A A7/ BRI R
VRIS, G R T IR A S R S BRI E ITESE, 9Bs BT AR B AT IAIR R A
W=, BRI AR,
E&E: 4ob, AUHIEFAE T BAEE T BANKRIEF Ef e 7 X, X
RARFEBTT “BAVRIR” 7 IR HFBF AR B T EAFGTEER?
RE/R: B kL. P “UAL”  (anthropomorphizing ) iX28 2
G—— A HEANE T NEWN . AR PR X R 5 | T, R
G CONER B I AR A . 7 PRt AREIRIL, A
172 WAIXEIRPY, ” FERER, XN IE kR, A,

zl
g‘.

A X AEE . RS IE 2 BSE S 67T

(Indigenous cosmologies )
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TATFATZE AR LAREIEERI “URIR” (bug) , R AR —T “FF
fiE” (feature) o FRAVERRRMEN, vl EEitos DL A 2088, IEERATTAMY
SRHLARIN . FATRREEN SN FT D s, AR s e i
0o YL N GEM I NTA MOt =S B, B DL —E S DA T PR e
i1 TNGEEN . 5, HEREBOR, XA R M —BisE.

Ak AEFYURA BRI, AR BT, SRR LR R U
IS A——EEHE LIRS A (Explosive Ordnance Disposal, EOD robots ) el
THFERED RS XEEHER NFERTE 2 0, alRe )y 1T “seliiEss” , il tie s
fERRFEIEES . (HRE N IR, T RITRGXeese AR &y, 2R TR %,
AE G S, AR T, TRaBadamih Firdkds “EHC —51E8
SHCERAIER N . RN, XS S A RE, MAHERTEEY s R4 A
248 Le SRR E RS NGBS, dlas AB#BCN AR B/ N —
[T O IE S s O | K (=R EE Y CEEE S G

FrUL, AR M ZEX— MBI o o1t &R G 20 B v TR X
PN, e R, Mok, RGP S0 T AR B3 (i Fiii i . 3Rk
Ui, PRERAET “HERMANL” — IR AR ——ifE TRV E R R A, T
RIS AT RER T S PR RIA ST . W PR, PeidE T R0R 3] 3 Biix
Fifa, PRARFROEVS LA, T A BT 1 X e R G ORI R s,
PEBERAE AR o

gz, fras5F—h#. Anl. WEHUSL P — TR
NANAVE B — AT | 752 N BRI A2 1 Rl DT AL 7

h. NAmS. T1KES “YPISEibRR" BkkAam

EE: Rl TFEKE AR5, Gikh “MBEFRA" 2F LEH LGB
WA E Fo @ 17 ke, RE. DI, TREABFRELEZT? ANEMAE
BR, BAET—RFEH Ik 42

BRI/ Ty, R EIERARGER X, mEH Rk
. T AL AR AGE, ARATRE S ik R R A e D
X EE R AR 2RI AT BASAT Y BT

FHOPESHFATHR L T — SRR AL AR 803 1X — 305 ) LS )
FIFETCMER KR - BT (Karel Capek ) 19204EGIPERIRIE ( ZARIITRE T )
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(Rossum’s Universal Robots ) , XWEFEATE—KEE] “robot” XMl ( Capek,
2004 ) o FEABESRELA MR RARZ SEAV NI, Flas N—TFa B W A2655 5, Blifa S
PO . REDEX, wAEORIEN “FEHET gokike TAWE CRIAT ) (Blade
Runner) . (KZSR22-FRIINY  (Battlestar Galactica ) S /EiH#FHERE B X —4CH
AR, X ESNTE, HEFEAVNBLIARR “Hlas AR 2 A Fs
H,

b, X—dRe g ks, AAL ARG L . REE TN, Bildn,
TIr Al A, WP AT s Tk eles ALL “AT A7 (pedestrian )
oy, 0 BANBR TR B ik, BEFRRTTR: Y —5& Bl Les ApasE
FEEI, FRATRREANTEW SR ICAESE, 1o TAT AR O A . TRIEH
RS P “TEXNRRIEET N, HLas ARCSAATT A, T2 SRR AL
FETHUE. 7 XIFAEMENR AL, S 24T R AR 5 B HE—Fh
T AEERIR SRR L) s FE PR AR TR TE AR FEAS . (legal fiction ) o

FNTy, ZEREPE X FRUR AR —AN i, HEENTRER, FoA T AR R
BEAT A0 , DA INALR G ALas AR & QU R A ——Blanscid . B97 . 97
B, BURERAPSE. WhXMEE RE, X R A BRI AN | A IR AR
55T, K, BAMrabd kit “F, YEsACEIaRcE 1. 7 BN,
FAT R, IXEEAR H SRl — R AN B A R g R, Wit e
B AT ZI” o

O N — B EERE . MRS . BORBEEAIATH H 6 S B anson s,
BB RIS B FRFEE, FA T AR AR eI S 40 2 TRk
WIZERR, I HLARAE AN S SIEAUE G 2 R RPN E OB

EE: RMNL2F2), —LENANEERSGOABILEAELINTEZ TN, Riz
F5HHDRAP T, BMED SIENBARAAMNG R, HikHENGEELEE
WAL AR Z K A T A7

REMR: L, TR EHFEELEEE, R Ekpsgk=Zm, Bk
o WEFFRATRI MM, TIARMHLES A . 7E AR R — B T L,
LHUAE CTAEsh” o eI 595 SRS R, IRZ Sk
ANT “FENE , AF T ARNK . — B EA XM Es 0] 1, etk
R ST B KRR B CFERUA” .

SHIE BN O3 . WV ZAERRRA , SRR JIRIE I RR F#8R] DA A
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S5HAHY . BERZHEAESH, BRREEY, MMARERAN . REERIFAET
“INTERE TS, TIAE T A6 (social position) : —AMEFEMEEE, H—MEfERE
TH,

WAMBAMG, MENS ARG IHEREERTS, B2UNHEESHNE. —&61F
KRR TAE” AL, RWTRES M “— N T HWEE” —pp
oA B A E— 5 AR B HE B2 b, XA EWE CEikad L el
“person” , {EFESIER I, BARTIRESHEI—HF, BAR RN EIIRFER

EEAEN, XBLETEHHIREL, 2R AP AES e 2B e 15
SRS, 5T e B RS FRIH TR . RS AR A 5 RS ]
W, ASRE R SR AR IR H A, FATASGE R XS AR
by thfEvsInl? 2 AR e A i

AU AHIR, XSS RERAIEAN “BRFAML (right to privacy ) ,
HARN T ARG, MEh TR S HIE R AR A, RS & LA oA
P AR ERAR ORRL, AP 2 e B W B R AT AR R, X2k
NS LI ANEBREIT . FEREEHT, A GEWR T MROR ——a & = D%
TR B E AR —— I T AR B TE IS A R R P AR 25 A AT R 451

VE&: RJ5, wRiLEXTEAN “MEFA” FFRIRM—ARLEHEL, 5K,
“GNBAFHEHE" (take machines seriously ) 73% &k £ 47

BmEe/R: WU, FATYRTEIG P, TEAINE - ant, eV 2 KR 242
EAE P BT R At AR E S AT E A7 R
2, BAMLOPIR, BB AIR A O ERL: WA DABEIPEN, AR
WAUA— R FA TR IR ik . Bk BIEIREHA, 23S BRI

AVRINLAR A SR RIS, X — R EARRICHERAR GO LR EE KINET . Hit,
HIRSIFE HALUEETHIR, BT T M, errBnnd: Kt
PR DN G, IS IR SRR DL, XMl e o sl e an
AT PR HE R R A SR B M o AR, R AR U LEHA SR A TERR
DB SEAARS T RIS .

M FE, BAT-RN—KEE] “EEREE" Y sk— AR KA —
MIAELE, BN Bl FARIREI I 2 5, A thyre B - —
W N FEIX SRR, I B PSS BV AN T A PUEN R A\ T TR AR
P, T XA el AR B A SR DN W AT T B AL & A4t
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ATMIHLER ATEA B TR —AMERESUY, BT ERENEBOR, el B
AR IR, XEWE, TR R N 2R —— AR
& (cosmologies ) . AL (epistemologies ) FHEHMEG——KILFI PR . A F A TEL
SR R PR A RO AR T EME S, HAb AT, AR IS
TEN—FEEE 20 (colonial mindset ) 22 H o

R WA A AT AR S IFA E I — AR . A JERASK, Bt aill
FOFERIEE SO TE TR, HEREA A B R IR ) A ok b AR A AR & IR
fio WATEXFMEM T, B A R A EA — PP IEIE N e DU
AR S AR

(SRS 25)
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